AUTHOR
& EDITOR

BY MARGO LAPIERRE

WRITERS’ HOW-TO
THE WRITERS’ UNION OF CANADA



This book is not a substitute for professional help or advice. It is not meant to
replace a lawyer, an accountant, or other estate- and financial-planning experts
— which is why, throughout, you'll see repeated exhortations to consult these
professionals. The author and The Writers’ Union of Canada are not providing
legal, tax, or any other professional advice or services in this book. Neither

the author nor The Writers’ Union of Canada will be responsible for the result
of any actions or decisions you may make based on errors, omissions, or
information in this book. Neither the author nor The Writers’ Union of Canada
endorses or recommends any commercial products, processes, or services
included in this booklet.
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ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION

AUTHOR ¢ EDITOR is part of the Writers’ How-to Series, which offers
professional guides on a variety of topics for writers. All guides in the Writers’ How-
to Series are available for purchase online at writersunion.ca/writers-how-to-series.
Members of The Writers’ Union of Canada can access the full series at no cost.

MARGO LAPIERRE (she/her) is a freelance literary editor and a writer of poetry,
fiction, and nonfiction. Her work has been published internationally in anthologies
and journals, including in carte blanche, CV2, The Ex-Puritan, filling Station,
Plenitude, and Room. She has served on Arc Poetry’s business and editorial boards
since 2019. She holds a Master of Fine Arts in creative writing from the University of
British Columbia and a graduate certificate in publishing from Toronto Metropolitan
University. She lives as a settler on unceded Algonquin Anishinaabe land, colonially
known as Ottawa. Ajar (Guernica Editions, 2025) is her second full-length poetry
collection. Learn more: margolapierreeditor.com.

THE WRITERS’ UNION OF CANADA is the national organization of
professionally published writers. TWUC was founded in 1973 to work with
governments, publishers, booksellers, and readers to improve the conditions of
Canadian writers. Now over 3,000 members strong, TWUC advocates on behalf

of writers’ collective interests, and delivers value to members through advocacy,
community, and information. TWUC believes in a thriving, diverse Canadian culture
that values and supports writers. writersunion.ca.
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